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1. Context of Study





2. Methodology
❖ July 2017: Project VVV - Vocabolär Valoc’ de la Val Mäśen

❖ Main axes: sociolinguistics, dialectology, lexicography

❖ Digital version of the Dictionary; automatic correction and 
integration of procedures with FileMakerPro

❖ Sociolinguistic semidirective Interviews: Val Masino, Argentina 
(2013) and United States of America (2014 & 2018)

❖ Facebook page and observations



2. Methodology
❖ Facebook Webpage: https://www.facebook.com/VocabolarioValocValmasino
❖ Previous (socio)linguistic and Natural Language Processing (NLP) 

Mediated Digital Discourse research (SMS) 

https://www.facebook.com/VocabolarioValocValmasino


2. Methodology
2022-2023 Panckhurst, Cougnon, Fairon, 'French digital discourse’, 
in Ayres-Bennett & McLaughlin (eds)The Oxford Handbook of French, 
Oxford:OUP
2022 Panckhurst « Discours numérique médié (DNM) et mondialisation. 
Emoji et téléphone portable », in Langue(s) en mondialisation  
libres échanges à l'heure néolibérale, Actes du colloque CJC-
Dipralang, Andreo-Raynaud & Douidi, Paris: EAC Editions, p. 99-112,  
https://eac.ac/books/9782813004284
2020 Panckhurst, Frontini, 'Evolving interactional practices of 
emoji in text messages', in Visualizing Digital Discourse. 
Interactional, Institutional and Ideological Perspectives,Language
and Social Life [LSL], 21, Thurlow, Dürscheid, Diémoz (eds) De 
Gruyter Mouton, DOI: https://doi.org/10.1515/9781501510113
2020 Panckhurst, Roche, Lopez 'A French text-message corpus: 
88milSMS. Synthesis and usage’, Corpus, DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.4000/corpus.4852

https://eac.ac/books/9782813004284
https://doi.org/10.1515/9781501510113
https://doi.org/10.4000/corpus.4852


3. The Project: The Dictionary
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3. The Project: Language and Identity

❖ Local discourse about Valoc’:

- “Scrif el dialèt l’è defecel”

- “L’è propre defecel el nòs 
dialèt”

(Emilia, 1954 - Val Masino)

❖ A language and its identity:

- “El dialèt l’era deferent, 
desivi come qöi de Cataiöc’”

- “L’è la mia lengua. El 
castillano l’è la lengua 
che...”

(Catia, 1947 - Argentina)



3. Which actions for the future?

❖ Lexicographic project: printed and on-line

❖ Meetings (authorities) and Interventions at primary and 
secondary school 

❖ Ateliers of Writing

❖ Facebook and Social Media activities



4. Facebook Page
@VocabolarioValocValmasino





a) Play and Educate



#RubricaProverbi











#ModiDiDire















Il Foto-Gioco















B) Emoji analysis



https://www.sketchengine.eu/

https://www.facebook.com/
VocabolarioValocValmasino

« A selfie with you to land on social media properly 💛 »

https://www.sketchengine.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/VocabolarioValocValmasino




Types (47) Tokens (64) Types (37) Tokens (128) Types (69) Tokens (378)

❄ 9% ! 16% " 8%

# 3% $ 9% % 7%

▶ 3% & 9% ' 7%

( 3% ) 8% * 6%

+ 3% " 7% & 5%

, 3% * 5% - 4%

❤ 3% . 4% / 4%

0 3% ' 4% ☺ 3%

1 3% 2 4% 3 3%

4 3% ❤ 3% ❤ 3%

Total 38% Total 69% Total 51%

Top ten emoji
Valoc' posts  
(1,324 words)

Valoc' comments 
(399 words)

88milSMS  
(1,206,663 words)





Check positions –
initial, midle, end



5. Discussion and Questions
❖ Question of identity

❖ Stigmatization

❖ Transmission process blocked

❖ For whom? New generations? Regional language and culture 
Heritage? 

❖ Question of varieties

❖ The Dictionary: printed version or digital?
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